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has long tackled the drop-out problem says the mayor
deserves credit for making at-risk kids a priority.

"All eyes are on these 135,000-14,000 young people
who aren't making it," said Sister Paulette LoMonaco
of Good Shepherd Services. "They haven't
disappeared and they shone a spotlight on these kids
to say 'let's make it better.™

The mayor was asked by a student in the audience
what the city was doing to make sure more at-risk
students were getting the word that programs were
available for them. Jason Pizarro, who's about to
graduate and plans on taking the SATs in May, says
he doesn't want other kids to drop out like he almost
did.

"There's lot of kids falling behind," said Pizarro. "Once
you see you become a bad student, you lose hope."

Klein agrees more publicity is needed.

The city asks any drop-outs who are interested in
getting back to school to call 311.

- Michael Meenan
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